j6                                 CHARCOT'S
to the west, 4 miles wide, the eastern coast of Adelaide Island was
seen trending northward and having two superb peaks, 6,500 feet
high, with glaciers discharging into the sea.    While soundings
were made, Charcot climbed to the crest of Jenny Island (1,460
feet), from where he saw the continuation of Loubet Land extend-
ing to the south-east and named it Falli&res Land.   Nothing was
seen of Alexander I Land, though it should have been in view for
the weather was beautiful and the air apparently dear.    Reefs were
numerous in the sea when the ship was got under way on a south-
west course.    The Fallieres Coast being well lighted up by the
sun, was seen to consist of conical rocky masses, standing out in
great black triangles against the glaciers that they separated.
Farther south appeared a remarkable cape (Cape Pierre Baudin),
very red in colour and looking like a great broken-down tower.
Alexander I Land was first seen at midnight and then ap-
proached to within 15 miles, when progress was stopped by the
ice.   Local fog must have made it invisible from Jenny Island.
The surface of some floes seen here stood more than 6 feet above
the water.    Sounding and dredging were done on January i6th at
depths varying from 5 8 to 257 fathoms.   An unsuccessful attempt
was made to push through the pack eastwards to Fallieres Land,
and on the iyth a return had to be made to Jenny Island where the
scientists immediately set about their usual work.   Dr. Charcot
was intensely desirous of wintering in Marguerite Bay, which
would have been a splendid locality for a station, and he persistently
strove to find safe harbourage here; but all the inlets were locked
in ice.   A safer anchorage than the one near Jenny Island had to
be found on January i9th; and the following day the ship put out
on another attempt to discover a secure wintering station.   At
ii a.m. a tremendous crackling and thundering noise was heard
and an iceberg was seen to split open and capsize.   The sea boiled
like a cauldron and the ship was in danger from some of the frag-
ments.
On January list, 1909, the search for an anchorage was con-
tinued and some distance made towards Fallieres Land. Several
new islands were found, but the ice prevented the ship from
advancing nearer to them than about 12 miles. The new lands
were surveyed, and oceanographical work was carried out. Re-
turning to Jenny Island early on the 22nd, another attempt was
made to reach Alexander I Land, this time with success. Le Pour-
quoi Pas ? advanced to within less than 2 miles from the ice-cliffs